Options for Revisions of Student Assignment Guiding Principles
6/23/15

The following Guiding Principles are excerpted from Policy JCA, “Student Assignment
Plan.” The Principles adopted by the Board in August 2010 are in bold font; they have
been reformatted for clarity. Any suggested option for consideration is in underlined text
immediately following the section of each principle to which it is applicable. These
suggestions are designed to reflect the range of individual Board member comments
to-date and to focus the Board’s discussion. They are not staff proposals or
recommendations, nor are they intended to limit the Board’s further conver.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

In making decisions regarding the student assignment plan, the Board sha Mfollo these Guiding
Principles for Student Assignment, which are based on our Vision, Mi Core Beliefs and
Commitments, our Theory of Action, and input from the community.

e The Mission of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools is to nk\la"’:‘gf‘ e academic achievement by
every student in every school.

e Option — replace above with:
The Mission of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schoois is t6: maximize academic achievement by every

student in every school; therefore, every school shal re a track record of consistently high

-

student achievement and narrowing the ach@mj evement gap.

o Effective school-based leadership and teaching, differentiated staffing, and equitable and
differentiated allocation of resources s expressed in Policy ADA (Equitable Distribution of
Resources) have the greatest potemh 1 impacts on individual student learning.

e Option — replace above with:

Effective school-based leadership andteaching, differentiated staffing, and equitable and

differentiated allocation oi;re%urces as expressed in Policy ADA (Equitable Distribution of

Resources) have the greatestgfféct on individual student learning.

e In addition, an effective student assignment plan can contribute to positive, supportive

learning environﬁi;

e Home Schools are the foundation of our academic instruction delivery model.
Since accomplishing our mission requires that every home school maximize student
achievement, home schools are our first priority when making student assignment and
operational decisions.

e Option — add new bullet:
Home schools shall offer students special programs that are available for students living in the
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home school attendance area as well as students living outside the home school area who are
admitted through a lottery or other process.
e Every student will be guaranteed an opportunity to attend a home school within proximity
to where he/she lives.
e Option 1 —replace above with:
Every student will be guaranteed an opportunity to attend a home school.
e Option 2 — replace above with:
Every student will have the option to choose a school to attend...
o Within the entire district:
or
o Within a transportation zone defined by the Board:
or
o Within a feeder pattern established by the Board:
And/or...
o With no option to remain in his/her currently assigned school;
or
o With the option to remain in his/her currently assigned sé¢h
e Option 3 —replace above with:
Every student will be guaranteed an opportunity to attend a
assigned by the Board. The Board will develop be ﬁﬁd@r’léé
school’s student population reflecting, to the extént
socio-economic demographics of the district.

ome chool to which he or she is
2home schools that result in each

MAGNET SCHOOLS

. A track record of narr
of home schools

3. One or more of the folléwing: an academically distinct program, demonstrated
innovation in créim high academic growth, and/or a student population that is

e Option — repla“cé 1l above text with:
Magnet Scho@ia ull and Partial) offer students opportunities for learning outside the assigned
ironments that offer students one or more of the following: an academically
demonstrated innovation in creating high academic growth, and/or a student

STA“EILITY AND PREDICTABILITY

In order to generate and sustain community support, the student assignment plan must provide
students and families with stability and predictability. To that end, the Board of Education
commits to the following:
1. The Board shall consider current and future population growth, potential demographic
shifts, and other factors in order to create assignment patterns that are sustainable over
time.

2. The Board shall consider undertaking a comprehensive district-wide review of the student
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assignment plan every six years.

3. The Board reserves the right to make changes to the assignment plan on a localized basis
due to the following factors: the opening and/or closing of schools, overcrowding, or
underutilization. With the exception of situations deemed to constitute an emergency threat
to the safety of students and/or staff, the Board will notify students and families of potential
changes no fewer than nine months in advance and will approve any decision no-later than
November 15 affecting the school year beginning in the following calendar year, while
striving to provide more ample notice whenever possible. The Board may alter this .
schedule in circumstances where the Board deems it appropriate to delay approval o
changes in the assignment plan until December 15.

4. The current sibling guarantee that includes meeting eligibility requirements
programs remains in effect.
»  Opfion -

Modify #4

DIVERSITY

any p é@gsed changes to the student assignment plan.

1. Home Schools — Proximity will be based in priority order on:

a. travel distance from home to school;

b. keeping entire neighborhoods assigned to the same school (staff shall use its discretion
in considering commonly accepted neighborhood boundaries, zoning decisions,
covenant agreements, HOAs, etc); and

c. to the extent possible, keeping whole elementary zones intact in middle and high school
feeder patterns.
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2. Stability and Predictability — the likelihood that the proposed assignments may be
sustained over a period of time without adjustment.

3. Diversity — consideration for creating a relative balance of economically disadvantaged
students (EDS), with the understanding that there is currently a predictive link between
poverty levels and achievement gaps.

4. Effective use of capital resources — the total projected operating and replacement costs of
facilities and transportation resources over a defined period of time.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Along with our commitment to these Principles, the Board calls upon our communi
preparing our students to become productive citizens. For all our students to succ d,
the support of more than just the CMS staff. Students, families, community

businesses, philanthropic groups, and other governmental bodies must becom
their decisions impact students and join us in making educating all stud
upon our entire community to act now to support individual student




